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PREFACE

HESE reminiscences of 3 lifelon inti

mate association with angling E&ﬁ:ﬁhﬂiﬂﬁ

S-:cnttls]'{ and Welsh Highlands will. it is ho di
have as much interest for those who have :;ut as yet E:md
[hfi h&athﬁr,_as for those who are familiar with t}lr:e wild
izlch::ntrancmg tracks that lead to mountain rivers and

Although many readers who revel in the carefree
p@&asu_rts of hill-walking may be indifferent to the com-
bined Joys of angling, there are few who do not appreciate
the jrﬂd‘s_cmi:: grandeur, and beauty of these majestic
awe-lnspiring, and sea-tangled Highland retreats inti::
which the peripatetic angler is lured,

The whole environment of the Highland country offer
fat more than even a native can observe and absorb durin
the period of his natural life, It is not, therefore, the pre-
rogative of mortal man to attempt a detailed description
of such inimitable and impressive grandeur, which satur-
ates even the most troubled heart with a reassuring sense
of quietude, of peace, of contentment, and unutterable
thoughts in their praise.

I do not therefore make any pretence to describe the
scenes of my adventures and experiences, except in the
natural manner of their being, and their happening. If it
may seem that the following narratives portray me as a
peripatetic angler always looking for trouble, then let me
assure you, that I seek no more than my native intelligence
and lifelong familiarity with nature’s moods enable me to
contend with. What may appear reckless and dangerous
to the uninitiated visitor, is natural enough to the native
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s ANGLING ADVENTURES
in his homeland playground, even though he may igﬂg
be exiled. : s

I have purposely refrained from any reference to those
countless happy days of full and empty creels in peacefy]
haunts and waters. Such days have been commonplace
throughout the long yeats in the lives of many anglers,
and bookshelves have for long been creaking under the
weighty volumes of such happy reminiscences. By way of
a change, I have chosen to narrate only the adventurous
ones throughout the pages of this book. What, after all,
is life without adventure?

There 1s much more to enjoy in a fishing expedition
than merely making of it a task of catching fish, even
when one has to pay exorbitant prices for the privilege,
and to some extent I have endeavoured to enlighten the
reader with a glimpse of the observant angler’s alternative
interests and pleasures, and as to what can happen to a
curious-minded person when he concerns himself with
the private lives of Mother Nature and her natural off-
Springs.

The amenities of these quiet hills of home in the High-
lands are not conducive to the pleasures of those in search
of worldly, crowd-appealing, exotic forms of entertain-
ment, and it is only fair to advise those who expect it to
seck elsewhere, I can sympathize with a blindness that
sees nothing more in the grandeur of a majestic mountain
than a ‘slab of rock’; in the enchanting beauty of a High-
fand loch, no more than a ‘sheet of water’. Mother Natute
s natural simplicity personified, despite her greatness and
inimitable powers, and can only be intelligibly absorbed
Wwhen the heart and mind are completely relaxed. Relaxa-
Hon comes naturally in her august and revered presence.

If you are 2 nature lover, I commend you to keep close
to the angler’s haunts in any country, for none are $0
Privileged to see the natural beauty of the world as he.
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I assure you that nowhere will you find it so varied and
attractive as amongst the quiet hills, and particularly those
of Wester Ross, Sutherland, and the North Welsh High-
lands.

I find the writing of a book a much easier task than
deciding on a title for it, and I am obliged to my friends
for their choice,

V. Carron WeLLINGTON
BM|[Nupiber One|London
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